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HyperClone

s HyperSense truly useful
or just a good idea sur-
rounded by hype? The an-
swer depends on how
well you know Hyper-
Card Apple’s hypertext authoring
system. Thoughtful Software’s
eagerly awaited authoring soft-
ware duplicates much of Hyper-
Card, with a nearly identical

REV

shortens the learning curve and
makes the transition to NEXT-
STEP that much easier. For oth-
ers, HyperSense may be an unfor-
tunate case of too little, too late.
The benchmark authoring
system under NEXTSTEP is
CraftMan from Xanthus Interna-
tional. CraftMan is a far richer
environment than HyperSense,
with HyperSense’s only advantage

EWS

layers instead of

backgrounds — you
can work just as you
would in Hyper-
Card, even typing
commands into a
message box for
quick execution and
testing. This resem-
blance to Hyper-
Card, however, ex-
tends to the pro-
gram’s sluggish op-
eration. The home
document,

N Mo J
151 5o to the next page

like The HyperSense development environment adds NEXTSTEP's ad =

Maxim
and cred
throug

scripting language and an ability
to read existing stacks. For expe-
rienced stack developers, this

HyperCard’s home tages to a familiar metaphor.
card, provides a

starting point for browsing other
documents, and it can contain
global scripts that affect all the
documents on your computer.
Enhancements such as rich text,
true color support, and CD-qual-
ity sound come gratis with NEXT-
STEP. Thoughtful Software has
also added some improvements.
The Browser, Inspector, and Lay-
ers panels provide far greater con-
trol over the elements that make
up a document. The message box
maintains a history of recently
executed commands, acting more
like a UNIX shell.

Unlike HyperCard, Hyper-
Sense offers only two modes: a
user mode for browsing and using
HyperSense documents and an
author mode for creating docu-
ments. In user mode, you can
make simple changes, such as
adding names to an address book,
but you need to go into author
mode to draw, add buttons, or
write scripts.

Any object in a HyperSense
document can have an attached
script. Scripts are written in
SenseTalk, an event-driven lan-
guage with an English-like syntax
that is easy for nonprogrammers
to grasp. Besides the language,
HyperSense achieves its claims of
HyperCard compatibility through
the use of an intermediary format
called HIFF (HyperCard Inter-
change File Format), which is sim-

ilar to RTF. To convert a stack,

approac
architec
modeli

being HyperCard compatibility.
When HyperCube, a predecessor
of HyperSense, was first announced
years ago, HyperCard was much
more important than it is today.
Although HyperCard is still influ-
ential, Apple has allowed it to slip
from its once-dominant perch
through lack of attention to the
product.

HyperCard users will feel
right at home when they first
launch HyperSense. After adjust-
ing to a few changes in terminol-
ogy — documents instead of stacks,
pages instead of cards, and shared

infuitiv'3d
has two new friends :
Z2Volume* and Mathematica !

To test these claims, we rai
several stacks through the conié
sion process, including many ofs
the examples that ship with Hyp
Card. While simple stacks cani
over with only minor problems
most stacks required major tw
ing to get them to work propér§
in the NEXTSTEP environments
Much of HyperCard’s functlo
including visual effects, hide an
show pictures, the Dial comman§
and pop-up fields, are not yet=
implemented in HyperSense.s
Thoughtful Software has pulle
off a real coup in providing NEX§
STEP users with such an access
ble programming language, bif
until improvements are made 0
the SenseTalk compiler, the abi
to convert HyperCard stacks
remains an unfulfilled promis:
Indeed, while HyperSense ¢
tures much of HyperCard’s fors
it lacks much of the substance.
example, setting up links -t
essence of hypertext — requir
scripting instead of pointingal
clicking. Scripters experienced
with HyperCard or SuperCard
will miss such niceties as theab
ity to pop up a list of functions
as well as the more powerful =
debugging tools provided withs
those programs. 4
HyperSense has tremendo
appeal for educators, content =
developers, and hobbyists whe?
want to leverage their knowld
of HyperCard as they move 63
NEXTSTEP. But the appealofs

The first architg
available on Ng
create 3-dimen
entire buildingy
the spaces that
interior designe
o present spac
an indispensab

- intuitiv'3d Designer : P

Cllb "—r - Mathematica Data Link $350 )f’-Ou n}_IuSF flljsg ufse Gongesticl running HyperCard stacks und

: - = oL TEMES = ZZVO/Ume Data Link $350 rom CIZ?I ottware to _generate NEXTSTEP has faded during’
intuitiv@cubx.com - Education bundle $150 the HIFF file on the Macintosh. oduct’s lone development il
- Free API You then import the HIFF file P S pmentoes

(33-1) 4708 7440+ (33-1) 4708 7441
into the HyperSense Importer

document, which will output a
HyperSense version of the stack.

Circle 67 on reader service card by LEE SHERMAN
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